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EASTERN LLNOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Rlinois 
HARRY READ, Director of Information and Publications (2 17) 581 -5981 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Apri 1 17, 1987 
Select 
CHARLESTON,Il--The challenge of an aging society and its impact on 
future policy will be the focus of a panel discussion at Eastern Illinois 
University Tuesday, April 21 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Grand Ballroom 
of the Martin luther King Union, according to Director Janet S. Otwell 
of the Illinois Department on Aging and Dr. Joyce Crouse, Coordinator of 
the MA in Gerontology Program at Eastern. The general public is encouraged 
to attend. 
"Titled 'Interdependence of the Generations• this is the third in 
a series of nine seminars which the Department on Aging and Illinois Council 
on Aging are planning in cooperation with eleven universities in the state," 
said Otwell. "Our purpose is to talk about the policy debate that has 
arisen due to our growing aging population." 
"Most of the generational debate so far has centered on questions 
relating to federal policy, such as whether the gains in reducing poverty 
among the elderly means that the elderly now have 'had enough' and that 
more reasources would be directed to children, whether Social Security 
will 'be there' when young workers need it, and whether the elderly are 
'eating up' too much of the nation's health resources. 
"Since the debate may move to the state level, the university discus-
sions will help policy makers, taxpayers and aging specialists become aware 
of the state's changing demographics and the resulting impact on family 
poilicy . 
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We must ask ourselves how we can meet the challenge of an aging society 
without trading off the needs of one age group for another. To avoid genera-
tional conflict, we need to examine a policy framework that will address 
family needs across the age spectrum," Otwell said. 
The keynote address titled ••Interdependence of Generations" will be 
presented by Judy Goldsmith. Ms. Goldsmith is a past president of the 
National Organization for Women, a political activist, and consultant from 
Washington, D.C. She has also been affiliated with the Coalition for Genera-
tions United, which includes organizations such as AARP, The Child Welfare 
League of America, and the National Council on Aging. 
The second morning session will feature Linda Griffin from the Social 
Security office in Champaign. Her topic will be •social Security: An 
Intergenerational Program. • 
The afternoon session includes a symposia entitled •Perspectives on 
Intergenerational Equity. • Dr. Richard Hofstrand, Director, Occupational 
Teacher Education, Eastern, will serve as facilitator for this group. 
Symposia presentors and their topics include Michael J. o•Donnell, 
East Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging, whose topic is •Intergenerational 
Programs and Initiatives•; Ingrid Hanson, Illinois Department of Children 
and Family Services whose topic is •concerns for Young Children•; Marie 
Burge, student and former state and national officer of FHA-HERO whose 
topic is •The Perspective of Youth•; and Dr. H. Logan Cobb, Professor Emeritus, 
Eastern Illinois University whose topic is •The Perspective of Age•. 
To register, please contact Joyce Crouse, Coordinator of the MA in 
Gerontology Program; Eastern Illinos University, Charleston, IL 61920, 
(tel). 217 581-6076. Registration cost is $10 and includes materials, 
break and lunch. 
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